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RI’s Commission on Technology and Accessibility

Since the global outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, Rehabilitation Interna-
tional (RI) and its members, especially RI commissions, have been following 
closely on how the pandemic is affecting lives of persons with disabilities around 
the world.

Our overwhelming priority is to safeguard the wellbeing of our members, 
their families and the wider communities in which we operate and serve.

As the COVID-19 continues to impact the health of citizens around the globe 
and create extreme market volatility, we are aware that each day is bringing 
significant challenges and pressures to the members of our global family.

Social and economic disruptions are impacting communities and families in 
all corners of the globe while disproportionately impacting the disability com-
munity as one of the most vulnerable groups worldwide.

Being one of the largest and oldest global networks focusing on advancing 
the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities, at a challenging time like 
this, we are called upon to be vocal leaders, and advocate strongly for the rights 
and needs of persons with disabilities. During the uncertain and unprecedented 
time, we should remain steadfast in pursuit of our mission to assist and support 
the disability community that we jointly serve.

RI’s Commission on Technology and Accessibility (ICTA) Basic Recom-
mendations for Persons with Disabilities during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
include:

•	 Always provide information in accessible formats so everybody can under-
stand them.

•	 Children with disabilities should receive information according to their 
age.

•	 Preparedness and response plans, including public restrictions, must be 
inclusive of and accessible to women and girls with disabilities.

•	 Persons with disabilities staying at home during quarantine face a higher 
risk of mental health issues, therefore, governments and other private or 
social agencies should consider providing adequate measures for stress 
and anxiety relief.

•	 Persons with disabilities in need of health services due to COVID-19 can-
not be deprioritized on the ground of their disabilities.

1  Protecting Life Against COVID-19, Rehabilitation International, May 2020, http://www.ri-
global.org/covid-19-disability-resources/

29



•	 Measures to lessen the impact on the economy of persons with disabilities, 
their families and their organizations, should be considered, including:

	– Programs for funding civil society organizations to support their em-
ployers keeping to jobs.

	– Assistance for self-employed persons with disabilities.
	– Cash delivery mechanisms should be accessible for persons with dis-

abilities.
	– Mobile phones with accessibility features and e-wallets must be promot-

ed to reduce interaction and keep social distancing.
•	 Deafblind persons rely on physical interaction with others to communi-

cate, therefore special measures are needed during the pandemic, or even 
afterwards. Some examples are:

	– It’s necessary to adopt an extra precaution approach to infection con-
trol, along with limiting interactions if possible.

	– Sanitizing between interactions with different individuals who are deaf-
blind.

	– Interpreters also need to take strict sanitizing measures before and af-
ter interacting with them.

	– Promote development of innovative technological solutions for commu-
nication with deaf/blind persons, besides relaying on touch-based tech-
niques.

30


	SPOŁECZNO-EKONOMICZNE ASPEKTY NIEPEŁNOSPRAWNOŚCI
	Agnieszka Łaba-Hornecka
	Klocki LEGO® w pracy z dziećmi z niepełnosprawnością intelektualną w stopniu lekkim (z badań nad rozwijaniem zachowań społecznych)
	TECHNIKA


	Agata Bogumiła Jardzioch
	Rehabilitacja wzroku jako oferta optymalizacji szans edukacyjnych uczniów słabowidzących w placówkach ogólnodostępnych

	Marzena Dycht
	Rehabilitacja społeczna w strukturze instytucji pomocy społecznej na Słowacji
	Matylda Pachowicz
	Edukacja integracyjna jako jedna z dróg kształcenia osób niepełnosprawnych w Polsce
	REHABILITACJA


	Osoby niepełnosprawne w odpowiedzi na COVID-19
	SYSTEM WSPARCIA OSÓB NIEPEŁNOSPRAWNYCH

	Nikt nie powinien być pominięty – ani teraz, ani w przyszłości
	Światowa Organizacja Zdrowia
	Niepełnosprawność i zdrowie

	Wspólna Rada ds. Osób Niepełnosprawnych w Hongkongu
	Walka z wirusem COVID-19,
doświadczenia specjalnego regionu administracyjnego Hongkongu

	Matilde Leonardi
	„Nikt nie zostanie pominięty” – osoby niepełnosprawne, funkcjonowanie i niepełnosprawność w czasie epidemii koronawirusa

	Peng Kaiping
	Budowa silnej, psychologicznej linii obrony w społeczeństwie

	Pan Lijun
	Poradnik ochrony zdrowia dla osób niepełnosprawnych w czasie pandemii COVID-19

	Huang Yueqin
	O łagodzeniu lęku podczas pandemii COVID-19

	Zapewnienie uwzględniającej niepełnosprawność reakcji na COVID-19
	Ochrona życia przed COVID-19
	MEDYCZNE ASPEKTY NIEPEŁNOSPRAWNOŚCI

	Wywiad z Mikiem Hessem – Założycielem i Dyrektorem Zarządzającym Instytutu Technologii Osób Niewidomych i Słabowidzących (ang. Blind Institute of Technology, BIT)

	Protecting Life Against COVID-19
	Interview with Mike Hess – Founder and Executive Director of the Blind Institute of Technology
	SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF DISABILITY
	Ensuring a Disability-inclusive Response to COVID-19
	MEDICAL ASPECTS OF DISABILITY
	Disability considerations during the COVID-19 outbreak
	World Health Organization
	DISABILITY
	Disability and health
	World Health Organization
	Fighting the COVID-19 Virus, the Experiences of Hong Kong SAR
	Hong Kong Joint Council for Persons with Disabilities
	Nobody Left Behind – People with Disabilities, Functioning and Disability during the Coronavirus Epidemic
	Prof. Matilde Leonardi from Italy
	Build a Strong Psychological Defense Line among the Public
	Dr. Peng Kaiping
	Health Protection Guide for Persons with Disabilities during COVID-19 Pandemic
	Dr. Pan Lijun
	On Relieving Anxiety during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
	Prof. Huang Yueqin
	SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
	Persons with disabilities in the COVID-19 response
	Matylda Pachowicz
	Integrative Education as One of the Ways of Educating Disabled People in Poland
	REHABILITATION
	Marzena Dycht
	Agata Bogumiła Jardzioch

	Low Vision Rehabilitation as an Offer to Optimize Educational Opportunities for Students with Visual Impairment in Mainstream Schools
	Agnieszka Łaba-Hornecka

	LEGO® Blocks in Working with Children with Mild Intellectual Disability (from Research on Developing Social Behavior)
	ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY




